EUROPEAN COLLEGE OF TRANSPLANTATION
Advanced Training in Organ Transplantation
Official Esot Training Course
Upcoming ECOT courses
Academic year 2004-2005
Winter session Rotterdam 23-29 November
2004 (Prof. W. Weimar)
Spring session Prague 26-30 April 2005 (Prof.
S. Vitko)
Academic year 2005-2006
Winter session Vienna (Prof. F .Muhlbacher)
Spring session Padova (Dr. P. Burra)
Academic year 2006-2007
Winter session Lyon (Prof. Martin), Spring
session to be determined
Course language English
ECOT has been an official training course of
ESOT since 1997. The aim of ECOT is to
provide basic training to European physicians,
surgeons, immunologists, pathologists, and
biologists working, or desiring to work, in any
area related to transplantation. The course is
divided into two sessions, each lasting 5 days.
Each session includes several lectures, formal
presentations and question-discussion periods.
Each of the two sessions takes place in a different European city.
To obtain the Diploma of the European
College of Transplantation, participation in
both sessions of this annual course and
attendance at all lectures is mandatory. Furthermore, participants will write two short
essays on clinical or experimental transplantation and on an ethical issue. The essays will
be reviewed by the members of the ESOT
educational committee.
History of transplantation
Transplantation immunology
Tolerance in transplantation
HLA-system
Cellular and molecular biology techniques in
transplantation
Clinical definition of rejection
Histopathology of transplanted organs
Immunosuppression
Monitoring of the transplant recipient
Organ procurement and organ preservation
Ethics of organ transplantation and procurement
Organ-specific aspects related to transplantation
Cell and tissue transplantation

Xenotransplantation
Statistics and clinical research protocol design
For application and further information,
please contact your national or regional ECOT
representative. Please also send one copy of
your application to: The ESOT educational
committee secretary, Ms. J.T. Uildriks, Dept.
of Surgery, University Hospital Groningen,
P.O. Box 30.001, 9700 RB Groningen, The
Netherlands e-mail: j.t.uildriks@chir.azg.nl.
All applications to the ESOT secretariat
should be made exclusively by e-mail. Please
apply to national or regional representatives
by e-mail if possible.

ECOT list of national and regional
representation
Austria
Prof. Raimund MARGREITER
1 Univ. Klinik fur Chirurgie
Anichstrasse 35
6020 Innsbruck
raimund.margreiter@uibk.ac.at
Belgium
Prof. Jan LERUT
Universitt Catholique de Louvain
Cliniques Universitaires Saint-Luc
Avenue Hippocrate 10
1200 Brussels
lerut@chir.ucl.ac. be
Eastern countries I (Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Bulgaria, Romania, Russia, Bielorussia,
Ukraine)
Prof. Stefan V ~ T K O
Institute for Clinical and Experimental Medicine
University of Prague
Transplant Center
Videnskastreet 1958/9
140 2 1 Prague 4
stvi@medicon.cz
Eastern countries I1 (Greece, Slovenia, Croatia,
Albania, Servia-Yugoslavia)
Prof. Jannis VLACHOJANNIS
Dept of Internal Medicine - Nephrology
University of Patras
3 Ploutarchoustreet

10675 Athens
com@,otenet.gr

Finland and Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania)
Prof. Pekka HAYRY
Transplantation Laboratory
University of Helsinki
Haartmaninkatu 3
POB 21
00014 Helsinki
pekka@hayry @ helsinkifi
France'
Prof. Henri KREIS
HBpital Necker
Service de Transplantation
161 rue de Stvres
75743 Parix Cedex 15
kreis @ necker .fr
Germany
Prof. Walter LAND
Transplan tationzentrum
Klinikum Grosshadern
Marchioninistrasse 15
8000 Miinchen 70
walterland@aol.com
Hungary
Prof. Ferenc PERNER
Semmelweis Medical University
Transplantation and Surgical Clinic
Bross U 23-25
1450 Budapest
perner@mailtrans.sote.hu
Italy
Dr Patrizia BURRA
Gastroenterology Unit
Universita degli studi di Padova
Via Giustiniani 2
35128 Padova
burra@unipd.it
The Netherlands
Prof. Guido PERSIJN
Eurotransplant Foundation
PO Box 2304
2301 CH Leiden
gpersijn@eurotransplant.nl

654

Poland
Prof. Janusz WALASZEWSKI
Dept of General and Transplantation Surgery
Warsaw Medical School
Panstwonu Szpital Kliniczny Nz 1
UI Nowogrodzka 59
02006 Warsaw
transpl@poltransplant.org
Spain
Prof. Josep LLOVERAS
Hospital del Mar
Nephrology dept
Passeig Mariti, 25-29
08003 Barcelona
jlloveras@imas.imim.es
Sweden, Norway, Denmark
Prof. Per PFEFFER
Dept of Surgery
Transplant Unit
University of Oslo
Rikshospitalet
0027 Oslo
per.pfeffer@rikshospitalet.no
Switzerland
Prof. Gilbert THIEL
Dept Innere Medizin
Medizinische Universitatsklinik
Kantonsspital Basel
4031 Basel
gil.thiel@dplanet.ch
United Kingdom
Prof. Peter J. MORRIS
Royal College of Surgeons of England
43-45 Lincoln’s Inns Fields
London WC2A 3PE
brenda.carter@surgery.ox.ac.uk
The European College of Transplantation (-TI

The ECOT Course, an Advanced Training in Organ
Transplantation of ESOT

Thanks to the commitment of doctors and
business community leaders to mobilize a
widespread national and international movement for the promotion of a vital medical
service organ and tissue transplantation, the
Hesperis Association was founded in France in
1989 by J.M. Dubernard and H. Kreis. The
aim of Hesperis was to facilitate the work of
researchers and transplant specialists as well as
to improve their knowledge of organ transplantation. The objective was to raise funds to
assist individuals working in transplantation
and to stimulate awareness, understanding and
progress in the field of transplantation.
Transplants are much more than medical
procedures. For thousands of people they re~

present the gift of life and a return to a normal
life. Medicine is constantly on the move, our
knowledge is continuously evolving. Therefore, in order to meet the needs of the future,
we must train tomorrow’s teams today.
In the past 10 years the Hesperis Course
became a great success providing excellent
information to many young physicians or
scientists entering the field of transplantation.
In 1989, Hesperis founded the European
College of Transplantation (ECOT) and 10
years after its foundation (in 1999), ECOT
merged with the European Society for Organ
Transplantation (ESOT) becoming an integrated part of the educational program of
ESOT. Since it was established, more than 700
doctors have now attended highly respected
courses given by internationally recognized
experts in the field of transplantation.
The Educational Committee of ESOT
which includes the founders of the Hesperis
Course is currently discussing the future
structure of this excellent and well-known annual course of the European College of
Transplantation. Over the past years and with
the sponsorship of Wyeth this course now invites annually 60 young scientists or clinicians
who are becoming active in the field of transplantation for a basic introduction and overview presented by an excellent faculty from all
over Europe. The course consists of a part I
and I1 each held in a different European city
and hosted by the members of the local
transplant center.
Objectives of ECOT within ESOT
The first educational objective of ECOT is to
promote the exchange of ideas and information between the various transplantation teams
and individuals currently working in the field.
Training is the cornerstone of medical
achievement. Specific training of different
specialists working in the field (surgeons,
physicians, immunologists, pathologists, biologists, etc.) will give transplantation improved
status and encourage progression. The availability of organized and high quality training
will also create vocational interest among
young doctors and researchers.
The original course was founded by Hesperis, now, under the name of the European
College of Transplantation to provide training
at the highest possible level. Courses are given
by some of the most eminent transplant specialists and are attended by surgeons, physicians, immunologists, pathologists and
biologists interested in, or already working in,
the field of transplantation. Both, as a scientific
and educational body, the courses provided by
the College are organised twice each academic
year, on each occasion in a different European
city.

The next course of ECOT will be hosted by:
Session I: Prof.Dr. W. Weimar in Rotterdam,
The Netherlands, from November 23-28,2004,
and
Session TI: Prof.Dr. S. Vitko in Prague, Czech
Republic, from June 7-12, 2005.
For applications, please, follow the instructions on the ESOT website: www.esot.org
Transplant Immunosuppresion 2005
Improving Recipient Outcome
September 28 - October 1, 2005
Radisson Hotel Metrodome
Campus of the University of Minnesota
Call for Papers with detailed information will
be mailed February, 2005
Deadline for submission: June 30, 2005
The congress will focus on immunosuppressive
protocols used at different times posttransplant, and on efforts to improve posttransplant patient and graft survival and to
decrease posttransplant morbidity.
For further information please contact
Chairman: Arthur J. Matas, MD
190 McNaniara Alumni Center, 200 Oak
Street SE, Minneapolis, MN, USA
Phone: (612) 626-7600
Toll free 1-800-776-8636;FAX (612) 626-7766
Website: www.cme.umn.edu

