LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Antiglobulin tests
SIR, A perfectly good blood transfusion-related paper1 has
been marred by the use of inaccurate terminology; in this
instance, the use of the term Coombs’ test. Although two
papers describing a ‘new’ test were published in good faith
in 1945,2,3 it soon came to the attention of one of the authors,
Dr Authur Mourant, that the test described was not new.
Moreschi, a microbiologist, had described it, at least in
principle, in 1908.4
Thus, it was recognised at a very early stage after
publication that this test should not be called the Coombs’
test but rather the antiglobulin test. Indeed, Professor Robin
Coombs does not subscribe to the term Coombs’ test on two
counts. First, he recognises the primacy of Moreschi’s work,
and second, he believes that Authur Mourant and Robert
Race do not receive the recognition they deserve when this
term is used.
It has been recognised for a long time, certainly within the
world of transfusion science, that indirect antiglobulin test
(IAT) and direct antiglobulin test (DAT) are the correct terms,
and the use of indirect Coombs’ test (ICT) and direct
Coombs’ test (DCT) should be discouraged.
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IBMS Biomedical Science Congress 2005
First Call for Short Papers and Posters
Biomedical science students and university lecturers are invited to present a project, review or case study, as a
Short Paper or Poster, at the next Biomedical Science Congress to be held at the International Convention
Centre in Birmingham, from Monday 26 to Wednesday 28 September 2005.
ADVANTAGES TO STUDENTS
• Improve your CV
• Earn CPD credits
• Day delegate fee waived

ADVANTAGES TO UNIVERSITY
• Influence the QAA
• Promote your university
• Research selectivity

The presenter’s delegate fee will be waived for the day of presentation
For further details please contact: Alice Madziwa, IBMS, 12 Coldbath Square, London EC1R 5HL,
tel 020 7713 0214 (ext 138) or email congress@ibms.org.
Application forms are available to download from the IBMS website at www.ibms.org.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF SHORT PAPERS AND POSTERS IS TUESDAY 31 MAY

BRITISH JOURNAL OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE 2004 61 (3)

167

